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Responsible Voluntary Notification Risk Assessment Flowchart  
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Will the acquirer be able 
to use the asset, direct or 
control its use, or be able 

to do so more than 
before (e.g. grant of 

assignment or licence? 

Will a qualifying asset be 
acquired by a third party? 
(see section 7.4-5 of the 

Act)  

Is the qualifying 
asset on the Dual 

Use list? 

Is the acquirer from a state  
subject to an arms embargo 

or are there are other  
national security concerns 

regarding the acquirer (such 
as receipt of an export 

control end user notice)? 

Is the acquirer on 
the US 

Consolidated 
Screening List? 

Consult the Notifiable 
Acquisition Regulations and 

guidance.  Does the 
qualifying asset fall within (or 

close to) one of the 17 
sensitive areas of the 

economy?  

Not a trigger for 
voluntary 

notification 

Discuss with NSI 
Team – notification 

likely to be 
required. Also 

review whether a 
strategic export 
control licence 
application is 

required. 

Notification probably not needed. Consult NSI team 
if suspect other national security risks (an example 

might be potential diversion for use in state 
repression). Review whether strategic export 

control licence application is required. 

Discuss with NSI Team – consider informal notice by email to ISU/RCAT:  identify 
the collaborator (“the acquirer”), briefly describe the technology (“the target”), 

state the ‘area’, state whether it is a licence/assignment or acquisition of 
a shareholding of less than 25% (“control”) or material influence.  Review 

whether a full voluntary notification should be made instead and if a strategic 
export control licence application is required. 

 

Not a trigger for 
voluntary 

notification 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/25/section/7/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/25/section/7/enacted

